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11th July 1938
Miss 0'Farrell has been a member of the staff of this school for over four years. During this time she has been responsible for the health of the children, the care of their clothes, and she has directed the routine of the domestic staff. She has carried out these studies to my own complete satisfaction.

The children at this school are all nervous or neurotic or backward when they come,and they need more than ordinary sympathy and understanding from the Staff members. I have always felt complete confidence in Miss O'Farrell's ability to handle the children with the right amount of firmness and understanding. She has always shown initiative and originality and yet has never failed to follow my own instructions with perfect loyalty and real insight.

It is impossible to conduct this school if my staff restrict themselves to the bare minimum laid down by a routine. I have always been able to rely on Miss O'Farrell's ungrudging help at all times of the day. The needs of the school and not the demands of an employer seem to have been her guide.

I have no wish for her to leave the school, out I feel that I must support her application to the reader of this reference. We do not have more than four weeks holiday a year here and she feels that she could have equivalent employment elsewhere with longer academic holidays.

I am sure that those who secure her services will not find that my confidence has been misplaced.

(signed)
Otto L.Shaw 







Headmaster.
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This has been optically scanned,  transcribed and reformatted  from a very pale photocopy of an aged original sent from New Zealand, but when compared with other surviving typescripts from Shaw to Mof,  the typing is far too good to have been done by him – so it may have been done by herself or by Shaw’s secretary at the time (if he had one). It carries no handwritten signature, so  I  imagine a confrontation,  resolved by Shaw suggesting she write her own open testimonial.   Since she seems to have left and asked back in 1940,  the composition must have worked.

